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Assessing and Addressing Pain  

Veterinary Technicians are often seen as the patient advocates. With that in mind, it is 
crucial that Veterinary Technicians are able to evaluate patients to determine if they are 
painful. Further, as the ones who administer pain medications, they also need to 
understand the fundamentals of addressing pain. This talk will cover how pain is perceived 
in the body, ways to address pain, and various methods of addressing pain.  

That’s Shocking! The Basics of Shock  

Once a patient is in a shock state, they are only able to compensate for just so long before 
they will decompensate and die. Having an understanding of shock and how to recognize it 
is important to avoid losing time in these critical situations. In this talk we will start with 
understanding what perfusion is, various reasons perfusion can be compromised, and then 
will discuss various types of shock. 

Treating Pediatric Patients This talk will begin by discussing “the hypos” – hypoglycemia, 
hypovolemia, and hypothermia. These three conditions play a part in many pediatric 
emergencies. We will then discuss considerations when nursing these patients including 
how we can navigate things like IV catheter placement in those tiny veins. 
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